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SC STATE PSA (210) 
Accountability Report Summary 

 
In compliance with the SC State 1890 Program mission, SC State PSA (210) raises the educational 
consciousness and awareness of national issues that impact South Carolinians, with special emphasis on 
limited resource clientele, which improves their quality of life. It is an organized research and Extension 
system that addresses quality of life opportunities for residents. The program provides effective 
stakeholder outreach programs and services in agrisystems productivity and profitability, agribusiness and 
community development, environmental and natural resources conservation, food safety, security and 
nutrition and youth and family development.   
 
Crisis Creates Opportunities 
The COVID-19 crisis impacted the ability of SC State PSA (210) to continue to deliver Extension 
programming through traditional methods.  Agents and researchers had to make quick adjustments to 
program delivery and research methods.  Many of the Extension programs had to be changed from 
traditional delivery methods (i.e. on-farm visits, in-person workshops, direct programming at schools and 
community centers, trainings, etc.) to online delivery, when possible.  Agents learned to teach classes on-
line, organize webinars and reconfigure programming of activities to administer to stakeholders. High 
touch programs unfortunately were canceled to reduce exposure of the illness from staff and from 
participants, who, in many cases, were the most vulnerable for contracting the disease. COVID-19 also 
impacted many research projects and delayed data collection, laboratory sampling and face-to-face visits, 
causing delays in project initiation or project completion. However, SC State PSA (210) was still able to 
meet the promise of its mission, despite the pandemic altering delivery and results.  
 
In fact, SC State PSA sponsored programs and services logged over 16,443 direct contact hours and 
20,390 indirect contact hours in public service activities.  There were 71 YouTube videos produced with 
over 12,000 views.  Facebook reached 362,096 people; Instagram reached 251,806 constituents and 
Twitter reached 75,301 individuals.  SC State PSA (210) funds were also used to promote and inform 
clientele on ag and ag-related education through platforms such as webinars (1,166) and Mailchimp 
(45,953).  Nearly a million people in South Carolina and around the country have received, viewed, read 
about and benefited from the PSA program.   
 
Extension Empowers Small Ag Entrepreneurs, Individuals, Families and Communities 
Small-scale commercial vegetable producers, farmers, gardeners and livestock producers faced 
increasingly higher production costs with their enterprises.  Many sought ways to keep their businesses 
afloat.  Some of the small-scale producers saw their profit margin decline.  Unless the producers could get 
a handle on production costs, they could very well fail with their individual operations.  As such, one of 
the underlining outreach efforts of SC State PSA (210) focused on equipping all farmers with sound 
management practices, which is a must for the success and sustainability of farming enterprises. 
Examples include: 

• From the Low Country Extension region, participating small producers and gardeners 
received training in sustainable agriculture practices to include Integrated Pesticide 
Management of vegetable crops and livestock. It was evident that sustainable agriculture 
practices helped to reduce production costs and improve product marketability.  As a 
result of the training activities, 92% of participants gained knowledge of sustainable 



 
 

agriculture practices, 62% adopted the practices and 50% of producers reported increased 
income.   
 

• Workshops and training sessions in land-use options resulted in a 90% increase in 
awareness of serious issues (especially, minority land loss), while the adoption of 
recommended practices resulted in an increase of 50%. About 10% of the participants 
improved their forest land acres, 15% have considered recommended land-use options to 
preserve land, 90% of the participants requested follow up programs and projects.   
 

 
Youth-centered projects and activities focused on character education and career preparation to help 
develop competencies, values and socials skills. Emphasis on building such skills is a priority for youth 
served by SC State PSA (210), as studies show positive youth development activities increase youth’s 
overall well-being, reduce behavior problems and positively impact life satisfaction. An example 
includes:  

• Citizenship programs and activities were provided to eight youth groups among regional service 
areas. Five hundred thirty-nine (539) youth were served in a combination of 33 presentations and 
workshops.  As a result of the project activities, 55% of the participants reported knowledge 
gained. Fifty-nine percent of the participants developed better communication skills. Through 
participation in workshops and field trips, a high school participant was afforded the opportunity 
to gain employment upon graduating from high school. The participant credits his guidance in the 
program as the reason for identifying his career path and pursuing his goals. The participant was 
hired with the local school district as an auto-mechanic assistant.  

 
 
Households that experience food insecurity lack access to enough food for an active, healthy life for all 
household members.  Almost 700,000 people in South Carolina struggle with hunger and food insecurity, 
unexpected job loss or medical issues that can quickly become a financial burden. Thirty-point six percent 
of the population in Dillon County live below the poverty line, a number that is higher than the national 
average of 13.1%. The onset of COVID-19 created a “perfect storm” that has made hunger and food 
insecurity greater than ever before.   

• The Pee Dee Region organized two mobile food distribution sites in Dillon County that focused 
on food insecure families/individuals to help meet their most basic human needs, while coping 
with COVID-19.  As a result of the two mobile food distribution sites, along with 29 volunteers, 
362 families/individuals received fresh and nutritious food.  

 
Research Drives Innovation and Solutions 
SC State PSA Research provides adequate funding to faculty, staff and students to become engaged in 
organized research efforts and opportunities to address problems and issues of concern. A total of 26 
research projects were funded for the reporting period. Examples include:  
 

• Every segment of society uses commodities made of plastics, which after a single use they are 
discarded. The accumulation of post-consumer waste plastics is an epidemic sustained by every 
segment of society. A problem that once was considered to affect only the landfills, waterways 
and oceans, is now spreading to air quality and food. The post-consumer plastic bags and bottles 
collected and stored in warehouses over time lose semi-volatile plasticizers, and break into small 
pieces producing microparticles. The plastic microparticles folate in water and air, and precipitate 
on surface of vegetables and fruits, which are consumed by every living system on earth 
including humans.  

 



 
 

The results of the study showed the extracted resins almost are as good as the original resin. They 
could be reused to fabricate a new commodity or be used as fuel. Also, some postconsumer 
plastics such as voluminous Styrofoam was used to make light-weight cement blocks for 
construction.  

 
• Modern agriculture relies heavily on the use of pesticides in the U.S. and around the world. In the 

U.S. alone, more than 800 million to 1 billion pounds of pesticides are used each year. Besides 
the direct exposure of pesticides among agricultural related workers, for the public, pesticide 
exposure occurs mainly through long-term food and water consumption.  

 
The SC State project was created to investigate pesticide residues in foods, which are found in 
certain vegetables and fruits. An analytical lab (with power, temperature control, fume hood and 
other lab supplies and equipment, etc.) was set up. An Agilent 6545 liquid chromatography 
quadruple time of flight mass spectrometer (LC Q-TOF MS) was purchased and installed in the 
lab. The LC Q-TOF MS is the dedicated instrument for the analysis of pesticide residues. The 
training on the operation and maintenance of the instrument was completed. Various samples of 8 
dried and 18 fresh foods or parts (vegetables and fruits) were collected and pretreated to be 
analyzed for the levels of metals. The purpose of the analysis was to evaluate whether there was a 
difference in metal concentrations in foods of organic and non-organic sources.    

 
 
Facilities Connect Communities to Ag Education 
During 2020 – 2021, work continued to be done regarding the 1890 facilities construction projects.  To 
date, occupancy has occurred in two (1890 Research & Extension Administration and Community facility 
and SC State 1890 Camp Daniels Leadership Center) of the three buildings. The final repairs of the 
Coastal Region Office building in Charleston, SC are being finalized.  Additionally, efforts continue to 
expand programs and activities by increasing SC State PSA’s (210) presence across the state. This goal of 
expanding the organization’s footprint and impact to all 46 counties is being accomplished by the 
purchase of new facilities (Cayce and Rock Hill, South Carolina).   



Priority 
Request Type (recurring, 

non-recurring, capital) Request Title Brief Description
General - 
Recurring

General - 
Nonrecurring Other Federal Total State Other Federal Total

1 B1 - Recurring Statewide 
Extension 
Agribusess 
Development 
Support

Requested funding will allow SC 
State PSA to train and educate 
farmers on emerging areas of 
agriculture, including urban and 
community agriculture, controlled 
environment agriculture, organic 
agriculture and innovative research in 
promising alternative crops.

$2,100,000.00 $2,100,000.00 0.00

2 B2 - Non- Recurring Transformation of 
Small Business 
Operations Through 
Digital Technologies

Requested funding will be used to 
assist “Main Street” businesses by 
improving operations and enhancing 
business models that will boost 
profitability by using digital 
technology. Small agribusiness 
entrepreneurs will receive technical 
assistance, training and education to 
ensure efficient use.

$585,000.00 $585,000.00 0.00

3 B2 - Non- Recurring  Nutrition and 
Mental Health Amid 
the COVID-19 
Pandemic: A Multi-
Level Approach

Requested funding will provide SC 
State PSA with means to educate 
participants on ways to cope and 
manage mental health, as well as 
teach nutrition principles to help 
ensure individuals and communities 
achieve and sustain optimal health.

$244,000.00 $244,000.00 0.00

4 B2 - Non- Recurring Impact of COVID-19 
on Small Farm 
Sustainability and 
Capacity

Requested funding will be used to 
address significant challenges on the 
farm, including maintaining a safe 
workplace, interacting with the public 
at farmer s or roadside markets and 
understanding legal issues.

$262,000.00 $262,000.00 0.00

5 C - Capital Construction of 
Youth Residential 
Cabins at Historic 
Camp Harry E. 
Daniels

Requested funding will support the 
construction of cabins, which will 
allow campers to be fully immersed 
in traditional camping experiences 
that promote leadership 
development, citizenship 
responsibility and teamwork. 

$2,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00 0.00

6 C - Capital Construction of the 
South Carolina 
Limnology Research 
Center

The S.C. Limnology Research Center 
will explore complex issues of the 
state s freshwater systems and how 
it affects competing priorities of 
water for food, energy, economic 
growth, human consumption and 
other ecosystems. Research findings 
will be useful in helping the state to 
manage and conserve water as a 
natural resource necessary for 
survival.

$5,000,000.00 $5,000,000.00 0.00

$10,191,000.00 $10,191,000.00 0.00TOTAL BUDGET REQUESTS

FY 22-23 Prioritized Budget Request Summary

BUDGET REQUESTS FUNDING FTEs
SC State PSA (210)









































 
 

SC STATE PSA (210) 
Carry Forward Summary 

 
 
 

SC State PSA (210) has no reported carry forward for FY 2022-2023. 
 
 
 
 



























































 

 

Press	Release 
October	19,	2021 

	 

SC	State	1890	hosts	workshop	series	for	limited	
resource	farmers	

Five-part	series	assists	farmers	with	risk	management	and	marketing	
strategies	

 
ORANGEBURG,	SC	 	The	SC	State	University	1890	Research	&	Extension	program	is	
hosting	a	five-part	workshop	series	for	small	and	minority	farmers.	The	Implementing	Risk	
Management	Marketing	Plans	and	Strategies	workshop	series	provides	agricultural	
program	education,	individualized	training	on	small	farm	risk	management	and	
understanding	marketing	plans	and	strategies	at	an	enterprise	level.	The	series	began	Aug.	
7	and	will	conclude	Nov.	13	at	Camp	Harry	E.	Daniels	(116	Camp	Daniels	Road,	Elloree,	
S.C).		
 

“The	workshop	series	provides	an	opportunity	for	farmers	to	get	valuable	insight	from	the	
presenters	and	our	Extension	agents	on	available	resources	like	USDA’s	risk	management	
program,	Heirs’	Property	Preservation	and	other	important	programs	for	protecting	their	
land	and	crops,”	said	Dr.	Louis	Whitesides,	vice	president	and	executive	director	of	1890	
programs.		“As	the	online	business	model	continues	to	evolve,	we	must	educate	farmers	on	
how	to	brand	and	market	their	products	on	non-traditional	platforms	such	as	e-commerce	
and	social	media	to	succeed	in	selling	their	products.”	
 

As	part	of	the	series,	farmers	will	receive	an	overview	on	risk	management	and	risk	
management	tools,	including	information	on	crop	insurance	programs,	market	and	disaster	
assistance,	animal	and	plant	health	and	recovery	from	natural	disasters.	Farmers	will	also	
gain	knowledge	on	general	marketing	principles,	perform	individualized	marketing	
assessments	and	participate	in	group	discussions	with	presenters,	Dr.	Laurance	Crane,	
National	Crop	Insurance	Services;	Dr.	Albert	Essel,	executive	administrator	for	the	
Association	of	1890	Extension	Administrator;	and	SC	State	1890	agriculture	Extension	
agents.		
	
	



“It	is	important	that	our	farmers	have	an	accurate	inventory	of	all	their	assets,	including	
equipment	they	may	not	use	often,”	said	Mark	Nettles,	sustainable	agriculture	and	natural	
resources	Extension	agent.	“We	are	educating	farmers	on	many	agribusiness	topics,	
including	farm	business	planning,	risk	assessments,	crop	insurance	and	marketing	
principles	focusing	on	the	value	of	using	social	media	as	a	marketing	tool.”		
 

Nettles	noted	that,	as	a	culminating	project,	farmers	will	work	on	developing	business	
plans	using	the	skills	and	information	learned	while	attending	the	first	few	sessions.	
 

“Enterprise	planning	and	budget	management	are	very	important	skills	that	farmers	
need.		Upon	the	completion	of	these	workshops,	farmers	will	have	a	good	business	plan	
that	will	help	them	to	obtain	credit	and	help	them	with	farm	taxes,”	said	Nettles.		
 

The	Implementing	Risk	Management	Marketing	Plans	and	Strategy	workshop	series	is	
being	held	in	collaboration	with	the	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture,	the	National	
Institute	of	Food	and	Agriculture,	Southern	Extension	Risk	Management	Education,	the	
Association	of	1890	Extension	Administrators	and	the	National	Crop	Insurance	Services.	
 

The	remaining	dates	for	the	Implementing	Risk	Management	Marketing	Plans	and	Strategy	
workshop	are:		
Workshop	#4:	Oct.	23	
Workshop	#5:	Nov.	13	
 

	

Participants receive instruction during the second session of the Implementing Risk Management Marketing Strategies 
workshop at Camp Harry E. Daniels, in Elloree, SC. 



For	more	information	on	the	Implementing	Risk	Management	Marketing	Plans	and	
Strategies	workshop,	contact	Mark	Nettles,	sustainable	agriculture	and	natural	resources	
Extension	agent,	at	mnettles@scsu.edu.	 
	 
	 
  

### 
  

  
About SC State 1890 Research & Extension:   
The 1890 Research & Extension Program, the cornerstone of the historical land-grant status of SC State 
University, assists diverse rural and urban limited-resource audiences in South Carolina by conducting 
research that seeks to address the problems affecting state residents and offering lifelong learning 
opportunities through its many outreach programs. 
  
Media Contact: 
Elizabeth Mosely-Hawkins 
Director, Marketing & Communications 
1890 Research & Extension 
803.516.4625 (office) 
emosely@scsu.edu  
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AQ aJUHHPHQW UHcHQWO\ VLJQHG b\ WZR HGXcaWLRQ aJHQcLHV ZLOO bRRVW aJULcXOWXUaO OHaUQLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV LQ
WKH VWaWH.

TKH S.C. GRYHUQRU¶V ScKRRO IRU AJULcXOWXUH aW JRKQ GH Oa HRZH aQG WKH S.C. SWaWH UQLYHUVLW\ 1980
RHVHaUcK aQG E[WHQVLRQ VLJQHG a PHPRUaQGXP RI aJUHHPHQW HaUOLHU WKLV ZHHN.

S.C. SWaWH ZLOO SURcXUH aQG LQVWaOO a KLJK ZLQG WXQQHO aW JRKQ GH Oa HRZH IRU WHacKLQJ \HaU-URXQG
SURGXcWLRQ, aV ZHOO aV YHUWLcaO IaUPLQJ WRZHUV. A VXPPHU LPPHUVLRQ aJ caPS ZLWK a STEM HPSKaVLV ZLOO
WaNH SOacH RQ WKH caPSXV IRU OLPLWHG UHVRXUcHV \RXWK, accRUGLQJ WR a SUHVV UHOHaVH IURP WKH VcKRROV.

A KLJK WXQQHO V\VWHP, aOVR caOOHG a KRRS KRXVH, ³SURWHcW SOaQWV IURP VHYHUH ZHaWKHU aQG aOORZ IaUPHUV WR
H[WHQG WKHLU JURZLQJ VHaVRQV ² JURZLQJ HaUOLHU LQWR WKH VSULQJ, OaWHU LQWR WKH IaOO, aQG VRPHWLPHV, \HaU-
URXQG,´ accRUGLQJ WR WKH U.S. DHSaUWPHQW RI AJULcXOWXUH.

³SC SWaWH 1890 RHVHaUcK & E[WHQVLRQ LV H[cLWHG WR SaUWQHU ZLWK WKH SC GRYHUQRU¶V ScKRRO IRU AJULcXOWXUH
aQG WR KHOS H[SRVH VWXGHQWV WR WKH SRVVLbLOLWLHV WKaW H[LVW ZLWKLQ aJULcXOWXUH,´ VaLG DU. LRXLV WKLWHVLGHV,
YLcH SUHVLGHQW aQG H[HcXWLYH GLUHcWRU IRU S.C. SWaWH 1890, LQ WKH UHOHaVH.

³TKH KRRS KRXVH aQG YHUWLcaO IaUPLQJ WRZHUV ZLOO LQWURGXcH WKH IXWXUH RI IaUPLQJ WR VWXGHQWV. B\
LQWHJUaWLQJ VcLHQcH, HQJLQHHULQJ, PaWKHPaWLcV aQG WHcKQRORJ\ LQ RXU SURJUaPPLQJ, ZH KRSH WR IXUWKHU
LQVSLUH VWXGHQWV WR cUHaWH QHZ Za\V RI SURYLGLQJ OHaGHUVKLS LQ WKH IRRG aQG ILbHU LQGXVWULHV.´

DXULQJ WKH VLJQLQJ cHUHPRQ\ WHGQHVGa\, JRKQ GH Oa HRZH SULQcLSaO GUHJ TKRPSVRQ WaONHG abRXW KLV
cRQQHcWLRQ ZLWK S.C. SWaWH aQG VaLG WKH SaUWQHUVKLS ZLOO OHaYH a OHJac\ WKaW ³ZLOO OLYH RQ IRU a ORQJ WLPH.´

JRKQ GH Oa HRZH PUHVLGHQW TLP KHRZQ LQ WKH UHOHaVH PHQWLRQHG WKH ZLOO RI DU. JRKQ GH Oa HRZH, ZKR OHIW
KLV HVWaWH IRU WKH HVWabOLVKPHQW RI aQ aJULcXOWXUaO VHPLQaU\.

³TKLV aJUHHPHQW ZLWK SC SWaWH 1890 RHVHaUcK & E[WHQVLRQ ZLOO KHOS XV WR IXUWKHU RXU PLVVLRQ b\
H[SRVLQJ RXU VWXGHQWV WR PRGHUQ aJULcXOWXUaO WHcKQLTXHV,´ KHRZQ VaLG.

³WH KaYH cUHaWHG a VWURQJ UHOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK SC SWaWH RIILcLaOV WKaW ZLOO Sa\ GLYLGHQGV IRU JHQHUaWLRQV RI
aJULcXOWXUaOLVWV. AJULcXOWXUH UHPaLQV WKH VWaWH¶V OaUJHVW HcRQRPLc HQJLQH; KRZHYHU, WKH aYHUaJH aJH RI WKH
SURGXcHU KRYHUV aURXQG 59 \HaUV ROG. FRU bRWK LQVWLWXWLRQV, ZH VKaUH a cRPPRQ JRaO WR SURGXcH IXWXUH
OHaGHUV IRU WKH aJULcXOWXUaO LQGXVWU\.´
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SC	State	1890	Awarded	$2.25M	for	New	Agriculture	
Innovation	Scholarship	Program 

 	  
ORANGEBURG,	S.C. –	The	SC	State	University	1890	Research	&	Extension	Program	will	play	
a	significant	role	in	increasing	the	number	of	qualified	professionals	who	will	lead	in	the	
food,	fiber,	agriculture	and	human	sciences	fields.	The	research	and	public	service	program	
received	$2.25	million	in	support	of	the	newly	developed	Agriculture	Innovation	
Scholarship	Program.		The	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture	and	National	Institute	of	
Food	and	Agriculture,	both	partnering	agencies	with	SC	State	1890	Research	&	Extension,	
awarded	the	grant	which	funds	the	scholarship	initiative. 

Over	a	four-year	period,	SC	State	1890	will	award	$562,500	each	year	in	scholarships.	For	
successful	consideration,	potential	applicants	must	be	first-time	freshmen	or	transfer	
students	with	less	than	25	credit	hours.	Students	must	have	been	admitted	to	SC	State	with	
exceptional	academic	performance;	although,	a	minimum	2.8	GPA	is	required	to	apply	for	
the	scholarship.		Applicants	must	have	a	minimum	SAT	score	of	900	or	a	minimum	ACT	
score	of	17.	Additionally,		prospective	scholars	must	pursue	degrees	in	the	following	
program	areas:	agribusiness,	family	and	consumer	sciences	with	specialization	in	child	
development	or	nutrition	and	food	management. 
“We	are	excited	to	unveil	the	1890	Agriculture	Innovation	Scholarship	Program,”	said	Dr.	
Louis	Whitesides,	executive	director	of	1890	Research	&	Extension.	“The	scholarship	is	
designed	to	alleviate	the	financial	burden	of	students	and	their	families.	It	is	the	vision	of	
1890	Research	&	Extension	to	support	the	academic	journey	of	students	who	show	promise	
as	future	leaders	in	agriculture,	food,	fiber	and	human	sciences.	We	simply	want	to	enable	
our	students	to	succeed	in	college	and	in	their	professions.” 

As	part	of	the	program,	students	will	receive	personalized	professional	development	
assistance	to	include	mentoring,	preparation	for	internships	and	career	readiness	

 

 

 



counseling.	Director	of	Student	Development	Dr.	Christopher	C.	Mathis	and	USDA	1890	
Program	Liaison	Travis	Johnson	will	work	to	connect	scholarship	recipients	to	potential	
internship	opportunities	with	USDA	agencies	once	students	have	completed	their	freshmen	
year.	 

Scholars	may	be	eligible	for	one	of	two	scholarship	opportunities.	Recipients	may	be	
awarded	up	to	$10,000	per	year	for	four	years	or	$5,000	per	semester	to	cover	tuition,	fees	
and	books	or	recipients	will	receive	a	one-time	scholarship	of	up	to	$5,000	or	$2,500	per	
semester. 

Students	must	have	a	FAFSA	on	file	with	the	university.	When	applying	for	financial	aid,	
students	should	use	the	university’s	code	003346.	Interested	students	may	apply	to	SC	State	
University	online	at	scsu.edu. 

For	more	information	on	the	1890	Agriculture	Innovation	Scholarship	Program,	contact	Dr.	
Christopher	C.	Mathis,	director	of	student	development	and	support	at	(803)	536-8974	or	e-mail	
at	cmathis@scsu.edu.	 

## 

SC State University 1890 Research & Extension, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture, 
prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  
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In order to strengthen and e[pand knoZledge of the industr\, representatives
from the South Carolina Department of Agriculture, BrightMa Farms, Clemson
E[tension and the U.S. Department of Agriculture discussed various
procedures, regulations and federal assistance programs that contribute to the
advancement of the industr\.

Vanessa Elsalah, hemp program coordinator for South Carolina Department of
Agriculture, provided information on the hemp processing permit needed for
groZers to process and possess hemp plant materials in the state. Farmers must
complete the $100 non-refundable application fee before committing to the
$3,000 permit fee.

USDA and 1890 liaison Travis Johnson discussed crop insurance and informed
participants of the federal assistance program requirements available.

Kell\ Fl\nn, emerging crops program coordinator at Clemson Universit\,
Zrapped up the industr\ segment b\ providing ke\ factors for industr\ drivers
to consider in order to develop and secure the advancement of hemp.

In line Zith the industr\¶s groZth, researchers at Clemson Universit\ found that
in order to create structure and balance, industr\ leaders must utili]e
partnerships Zith other land-grant institutions and researchers, set realistic
profitabilit\ e[pectations and stud\ the most relevant information that pertains
to the industr\.

³NeZ agricultural industries create opportunities for farmers Zithin the region,´
Fl\nn said. ³This leads to regional production, Zhich creates jobs and a more
secure econom\.´

In the second segment, innovation, guests heard from industr\ e[perts about
potential research and development enterprises for industrial hemp.

According to Singletar\, on an annual basis, one acre of hemp Zill produce as
much fiber as tZo to three acres of cotton and as much paper as tZo to four
acres of trees.

Founding member of the U.S. Hemp GroZers Association Michael BoZman
touched on the massive poZer and beneficial factors of one of the state¶s leading
emerging crops.

³Industrial hemp is knoZn to have over 50,000 different uses,´ BoZman said.

Hemp is used for man\ commercial and industrial products such as food, paper,
te[tiles, plastics, insulation, oils, cosmetics, fibers and biofuels.

According to Dr. Louis Whitesides, vice president and e[ecutive director for the
S.C. State 1890 Program, the industrial hemp industr\ is groZing in the state
and ag professionals anticipate it Zill contribute to a multibillion agribusiness
industr\. He discussed hemp¶s potential as a biofuel alternative and the
significance of its fiber in transportation products.

³Hemp has replaced metal and plastic components in \our car, and is less
e[pensive to produce,´ Whitesides said. ³Considering that hemp fibers are less
e[pensive to manufacture, companies such as BMW, Audi and VolksZagen are
alread\ including hemp materials in their cars.´

As for infrastructure, Melissa Christ\ of Optus Bank spoke on the hemp industr\
from a financial standpoint. ³We knoZ hemp,´ she said, acknoZledging Optus
Bank as the first in the state to successfull\ finance hemp production.
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BlueWater GreenBridge LLC offered solutions for farmers in the hemp suppl\
chain and provided information on hoZ farmers are compensated Zithin the
suppl\ chain.

To Zatch the Zebinar, visit biW.l\/hePS_ZebiQaU_YideR. To learn more
about S.C. State Universit\ 1890 Research & E[tension¶s ventures in industrial
hemp, contact Dr. Louis Whitesides at lZhiWeVideV@VcVX.edX. To inquire
about the Zebinar, send questions to VcVWaWe1890@VcVX.edX.









 

  
 
 

October 18, 2021 

 

The Honorable Henry McMaster 
State House 
1100 Gervais Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 

Dear Governor McMaster, 
 
South Carolina farmers and other agricultural entrepreneurs and businesses value community 
and understand the important roles they play in the lives of families who rely on them to keep 
them fed and clothed. Likewise, SC State University PSA shares the same understanding and 
works tirelessly to ensure SC farmers have the necessary resources and access to educational 
opportunities that positions them to better serve South Carolinians. 
 
I hope that upon review of SC State University PSA’s budget request, you are compelled to 
invest in the program’s very important work, which helps to improve quality of life and raise the 
standard of living for all South Carolinians. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Harry L. Ott, Jr. 
President 
South Carolina Farm Bureau Federation 

South Carolina 
Farm Bureau Federation 
PO Box 754 - Columbia, SC 29202-0754 
803-796-6700 - Fax 803-936-4496 
www.scfb.org 








